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The Central Conference onWork Relating to Foreign Affairs
was Held in Beijing

Xi Jinping Delivered an Important Address at the Conference

he Central Conference on Work
Relating to Foreign Affairs was
held in Beijing on December

27-28. Xi Jinping, General Secretary of the
Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China (CPC), President of the
People's Republic of China and Chairman
of the Central Military Commission,
attended the conference and delivered an
important address. Members of the
Standing Committee of the Political
Bureau of the CPC Central Committee Li
Qiang, Zhao Leji, Wang Huning, Cai Qi,
Ding Xuexiang and Li Xi, and Vice
President Han Zheng attended the
conference.

In his important address, Xi Jinping
presented a systematic review of the

historic achievements and valuable
experience of major-country diplomacy
with Chinese characteristics in the new era,
gave a profound exposition on the
international environment and historical
mission of China's external work on the
new journey, and made comprehensive
plans for China's external work for the
present and coming periods. Presiding over
the conference, Li Qiang emphasized the
importance of ensuring sound external
work on the new journey under the
guidance of Xi Jinping Thought on
Diplomacy, and set out requirements for
studying and implementing the guiding
principles of General Secretary Xi Jinping's
important address.

It was made clear at the conference that
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since the 18th CPC National Congress,
historic achievements have been secured
and historic changes have taken place in
China's external work on the great journey
of advancing the cause of socialism with
Chinese characteristics in the new era. First,
we have established and developed Xi
Jinping Thought on Diplomacy, opening
up new vistas in the theory and practice of
China's diplomacy and providing the
fundamental guideline for advancing
major-country diplomacy with Chinese
characteristics. Second, we have showcased
distinct Chinese characteristics, style and
ethos in our diplomacy, and established
the image of a confident, self-reliant, open
and inclusive major country with a global
vision. Third, we have advocated the
building of a community with a shared
future for mankind, pointing the right
direction for human society leading to
common development, lasting peace and
security, and mutual learning between
civilizations. Fourth, we have followed the
strategic guidance of head-of-state
diplomacy, and played an increasingly
important and constructive role in
international affairs. Fifth, we have taken a
holistic approach to our relations with all
parties, with a view to fostering
major-country dynamics featuring
peaceful coexistence, overall stability and
balanced development. Sixth, we have
expanded a comprehensive strategic layout,
and formed a wide-ranging, high-quality
global network of partnerships. Seventh,
we have advanced high-quality Belt and
Road cooperation, and established the
world's most broad-based and largest
platform for international cooperation.
Eighth, we have worked to both pursue
development and safeguard security, and
effectively upheld China's sovereignty,

security and development interests with a
firm will and an indomitable fighting spirit.
Ninth, we have taken an active part in
global governance, and shown the way in
reforming the international system and
order. Tenth, we have strengthened the
centralized, unified leadership of the CPC
Central Committee, and brought about
greater coordination in China's external
work.

It was underlined at the conference that in
the decade of the new era, we have seen
high winds and choppy waters and
overcome various difficulties and
challenges in China's external work. We
have opened up new prospects in
major-country diplomacy with Chinese
characteristics, and gained much more
strategic autonomy and initiative in our
diplomacy. China has become a
responsible major country with enhanced
international influence, stronger capacity
to steer new endeavors, and greater moral
appeal.

It was pointed out at the conference that a
range of valuable experience has been
gained in the new era of Chinese
diplomacy. It is imperative to uphold
principles. On major issues concerning the
future of humanity and the direction of
the world, we must take a clear and firm
position, hold the international moral high
ground, and unite and rally the
overwhelming majority in our world. It is
imperative to shoulder China's
responsibility as a major country. We need
to advocate the spirit of independence,
champion peaceful development, and
promote global stability and prosperity. It
is imperative to apply systems thinking.
With a correct understanding of history



and of the big picture, we must navigate
the prevailing trends, adopt a coordinated
approach, and seize the initiative. It is
imperative to uphold fundamental
principles and break new ground. We need
to follow the fine tradition and
fundamental direction of China's
diplomacy, and at the same time work
progressively for innovation in both theory
and practice. It is imperative to carry
forward our fighting spirit. We must reject
all acts of power politics and bullying, and
vigorously defend our national interests
and dignity. It is imperative to leverage our
institutional strengths. Under the
centralized, unified leadership of the CPC
Central Committee, all regions and all
departments must coordinate with each
other and build strong synergy.

It was noted at the conference that great
transformation is accelerating across the
world. Changes of the world, of our times,
and of historical significance are unfolding
like never before, and the world has
entered a new period of turbulence and
transformation. Yet the overall direction of
human development and progress will not
change, the overall dynamics of world
history moving forward amid twists and
turns will not change, and the overall trend
toward a shared future for the
international community will not change.
We must have full confidence in these
trends of historical impact.

It was highlighted at the conference that
looking ahead, China faces new strategic
opportunities in its development. On the
new journey, major-country diplomacy
with Chinese characteristics will enter a
new stage where much more can be
accomplished. We must focus on the

central task of the CPC and the country,
seek progress while maintaining stability,
break new ground while upholding
fundamental principles, and firmly
safeguard China's sovereignty, security and
development interests. We will explore
new frontiers in China's diplomatic theory
and practice, foster new dynamics in the
relations between China and the world,
and raise China's international influence,
appeal and power to shape events to a new
level. We will create a more favorable
international environment and provide
more solid strategic support for building
China into a great modern socialist
country in all respects and advancing the
great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation
on all fronts through the Chinese path to
modernization.

It was pointed out at the conference that
building a community with a shared future
for mankind is the core tenet of Xi Jinping
Thought on Diplomacy. It is how China
proposes to solve the questions of what
kind of world to build and how to build it
based on our deepening understanding of
the laws governing the development of
human society. It reflects the Chinese
Communists'worldview, perception of
order, and values, accords with the
common aspiration of people in all
countries, and points the direction for the
progress of world civilizations. It is also the
noble goal pursued by China in
conducting major-country diplomacy with
Chinese characteristics for the new era.
Since the dawn of this new era, building a
community with a shared future for
mankind has developed from a Chinese
initiative to an international consensus,
from a promising vision to substantive
actions, and from a conceptual



proposition to a scientific system. It has
served as a glorious banner leading the
progress of the times. In summary, in
building a community with a shared future
for mankind, the goal is to build an open,
inclusive, clean and beautiful world of
lasting peace, universal security and shared
prosperity, the pathway is promoting
global governance that features extensive
consultation and joint contribution for
shared benefit, the guiding principle is to
apply the common values of humanity, the
basic underpinning lies in building a new
type of international relations, the strategic
guidance comes from the implementation
of the Global Development Initiative, the
Global Security Initiative and the Global
Civilization Initiative, and the platform for
action is high-quality Belt and Road
cooperation. On this basis, we seek to
bring countries together to meet challenges
and achieve prosperity for all, and usher in
a bright future of peace, security,
prosperity and progress for our world.

It was pointed out at the conference that
given the series of major issues and
challenges facing the world today, China
calls for an equal and orderly multipolar
world and a universally beneficial and
inclusive economic globalization. An equal
and orderly multipolar world is one in
which all countries, regardless of size, are
treated as equals, hegemonism and power
politics are rejected, and democracy is truly
promoted in international relations. To
keep the progress toward greater
multipolarity generally stable and
constructive, the purposes and principles
of the United Nations Charter must be
observed by all, the universally recognized,
basic norms governing international
relations must be upheld by all, and true

multilateralism must be practiced. A
universally beneficial and inclusive
economic globalization is one that meets
the common needs of all countries,
especially the developing countries, and
properly addresses the development
imbalances between and within countries
resulting from the global allocation of
resources. It is important to resolutely
oppose the attempt to roll back
globalization and abuse the concept of
security, oppose all forms of unilateralism
and protectionism, firmly promote trade
and investment liberalization and
facilitation, overcome the structural
problems hindering the healthy
development of the world economy, and
make economic globalization more open,
inclusive, balanced and beneficial to all.

It was made clear at the conference that in
the current and upcoming periods, China's
external work shall be guided by Xi Jinping
Thought on Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics for the New Era and Xi
Jinping Thought on Diplomacy in
particular. It should serve the goals and
missions of Chinese modernization, and
follow the principles of self-confidence
and self-reliance, openness and
inclusiveness, fairness and justice, and
win-win cooperation. Focusing on the
theme of building a community with a
shared future for mankind, we need to
strengthen strategic planning in sync with
the changing times, deepen and improve
our diplomatic layout, follow a
problem-oriented approach, and apply a
systematic way of thinking. We need to
identify the strategic tasks of Chinese
diplomacy in a more multi-dimensional
and comprehensive manner. We need to
act with a stronger sense of historical



responsibility and a more vibrant spirit of
innovation to make new headway in our
major-country diplomacy with Chinese
characteristics.

It was pointed out at the conference that
upholding fundamental principles and
breaking new ground in our external work
is the natural requirement of making new
headway in our major-country diplomacy
with Chinese characteristics on the new
journey, and of providing a stronger
underpinning for Chinese modernization.
It is important to strengthen the
intellectual and theoretical competence of
the foreign service, deepen reform of
systems and institutions, promote the
building of a contingent of personnel
involved in foreign affairs, and continue to
make our external work more
science-based, forward-looking, proactive
and innovative.

It was stressed at the conference that we
must unswervingly uphold the CPC
central leadership's ultimate authority over
foreign affairs, conscientiously uphold the
centralized, unified leadership of the CPC
Central Committee, and further
strengthen the systems and institutions for
the CPC's leadership over external work.
All localities and departments should keep
in mind the big picture and coordinate
with each other to implement the decisions
and plans of the CPC Central Committee
on our external work in both letter and
spirit.

Wang Yi gave concluding remarks.
Leading officials of the Publicity
Department of the CPC Central

Committee, the International Department
of the CPC Central Committee, the
Ministry of Commerce, the Joint Staff
Department of the Central Military
Commission and Yunnan Province, and a
representative from the Permanent
Mission of the People's Republic of China
to the United Nations gave presentations
at the conference.

Members of the Political Bureau of the
CPC Central Committee and members of
the Secretariat of the CPC Central
Committee, leaders of the Standing
Committee of the National People's
Congress, State Councilors, President of
the Supreme People's Court, Procurator
General of the Supreme People's
Procuratorate, and leaders of the National
Committee of the Chinese People's
Political Consultative Conference
attended the conference.

Members of the Central Commission for
Foreign Affairs, major officials of
provinces, autonomous regions,
municipalities directly under the Central
Government, cities separately listed in the
state plan, and the Xinjiang Production
and Construction Corps, of the relevant
departments of central CPC and State
institutions, relevant people's
organizations, relevant departments of the
Central Military Commission, and of some
financial institutions under the direct
management of the Central Government,
as well as Chinese ambassadors,
ambassadorial-rank consuls general posted
overseas and representatives to
international organizations participated in
the conference. ■



XiMeets Chinese Diplomatic Envoys To Foreign Countries

i Jinping, general secretary of the
Communist Party of China
(CPC) Central Committee,

Chinese president, and chairman of the
Central Military Commission, met with
Chinese diplomatic envoys attending the
annual work conference for overseas
envoys to foreign countries in 2023 at the
Great Hall of the People on Dec 29. Xi
delivered an important speech.

Xi acknowledged the significant
achievements made in China's diplomatic
work in the new era, and called on the
envoys to conscientiously study and
implement the guiding principles of the
20th CPC National Congress and the
Central Conference on Work Related to
Foreign Affairs, the Thought on Socialism
with Chinese Characteristics for a New
Era, and the Thought on Diplomacy in

particular. He urged them to have a correct
understanding of the international
environment and the historical mission
faced by China's work on foreign affairs on
the new journey in the new era, to hold
high the banner of building a community
with a shared future for humanity, and to
keep opening up new prospects for
major-country diplomacy with Chinese
characteristics.

Cai Qi, a member of the Standing
Committee of the Political Bureau of the
CPC Central Committee and director of
the General Office of the CPC Central
Committee, was present at the meeting.

At around 11:40 a.m., Xi and others
arrived at the North Hall of the Great Hall
of the People amid a warm round of
applause. Xi and others waved to the
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diplomatic envoys and had a cordial
exchange with them before having a group
photo taken together.

Amidst warm applause, Xi delivered an
important speech. He said, "In the past few
years, the COVID-19 pandemic has raged
and spread, and external forces have
continuously escalated their suppression
and containment against us, posing special
challenges to our diplomatic work. You all
have undergone special tests. Over these
years, you have stood firm in foreign lands,
been on missions for our country,
sacrificed personal interests for the greater
good, and toiled and struggled worldwide.
It is good of you to work hard." Xi
extended sincere greetings to the envoys
and all those working on China ’ s
diplomatic front on behalf of the CPC
Central Committee.

Xi emphasized that at the 20th CPC
National Congress, we made strategic
arrangements for promoting the building
of a strong country and the rejuvenation of
the Chinese nation on all fronts through a
Chinese path to modernization. China ’ s
major-country diplomacy with Chinese
characteristics will enter a new stage in
which more can be accomplished. He
urged the envoys uphold the centralized
and unified leadership of the CPC Central
Committee, carry forward valuable
experience in China ’ s diplomacy in the
new era, enhance cohesion, carry on the
fighting spirit, overcome all difficulties and
obstacles to achieve new and greater
victories.

Xi pointed out that in the just-concluded
Central Conference on Work Related to
Foreign Affairs, we analyzed the current

and future international situation and
China’s external environment, and clarified
the goals, guiding principles, strategic
arrangements, and basic tasks for work
related to foreign affairs. Xi called on the
envoys to earnestly implement the
decisions and arrangements of the Central
Conference on Work Related to Foreign
Affairs, and make new achievements with a
more energetic spirit.

First, Xi urged them to keep in mind the
original aspiration and mission, and be
loyal to the Party. Loyalty to the Party, the
country and the people is the glorious
tradition of the diplomatic front.
Diplomatic envoys should undertake
missions and travel to various parts of the
world, no matter where they go, they must
never forget why they go there, and they
must keep the "scepter" in their hearts. It’s
necessary for them to enrich their thinking
with the Party's innovative theories,
sharpen their eyes to tell right from wrong,
and always keep to the correct political
direction. It ’s essential for them to have a
deep understanding of where the supreme
interests of the Party and the country lie,
and understand and implement the foreign
policy of the CPC Central Committee
well. Over 1.4 billion Chinese people are
strong supporters of the diplomatic work.
The envoys were urged to take "diplomacy
for the people" as their commitment, and
pass on the CPC Central Committee’s care
and concern to every overseas Chinese.

Second, the envoys should strengthen their
sense of responsibility and be pioneers in
their endeavors. They should understand
and implement the Thought on Socialist
Diplomacy with Chinese Characteristics
for a New Era, meet difficulties head on



and shoulder responsibilities. It is
imperative to strengthen diplomatic
capacity building, be firm in taking
practical and pragmatic approaches, be
alert and clear-sighted and solve difficulties
through realistic approaches to serve the
overall situation. It is essential to be adept
at making more friends and extending
friendship. The work of winning public
support should reach not only
governments but also ordinary people.
Globalized way of communication should
be used to better tell China ’ s stories,
promote understanding between China
and the world through linking the
country's past with the present, so that the
world will know better about China in the
new era.

Third, the envoys must have the courage
and ability to carry on our fight and act as
defenders of national interests. It is
necessary for them to strengthen
confidence and determination, be
strategically sober-minded, firmly keep a
worst-case scenario mindset, and, with
combat preparedness and a firm
determination, never yield to coercive
power, so as to resolutely defend the
country's sovereignty, security, and
development interests. They must
strengthen strategic planning and make
good use of the effective instrument of
united front work. They should skillfully
utilize the multilateral mechanisms and
rules to seek more understanding and
support from the international
community.

Fourth, the envoys should keep reforming
themselves to act as promoter of full and
rigorous Party self-governance. All

diplomatic envoys must effectively fulfill
their principal responsibilities for Party
governance and promote Party building
with the spirit of self-reform. They must
build strong ideological defense line,
constantly reflect on, alert, examine and
motivate themselves so as to have firm
political convictions and strictly abide by
Party rules and discipline.

Strict training and management makes a
difference to the building of a good team.
It is important to strictly rectify conduct
and tighten discipline. Discipline and rules
must be constantly emphasized. They
must be strict with themselves, fulfill their
responsibilities strictly, and manage their
subordinates strictly, so as to build a
contingent of disciplined and loyal
diplomats, who have a strong sense of
responsibility and the courage and ability
to carry on our fight.

Wang Yi, a member of the Political Bureau
of the CPC Central Committee and
minister of Foreign Affairs, attended the
conference and delivered a speech at the
2023 Annual Work Conference for
Envoys to Foreign Countries. He urged
the envoys to thoroughly study and
understand General Secretary Xi ’ s
important speech and the spirit of the
Central Conference on Work Related to
Foreign Affairs, deeply understand the
great theoretical innovation and
far-reaching significance of Xi Jinping
Thought on Diplomacy, which should
serve as a guide for them to overcome
difficulties, forge ahead, and continuously
open up new prospects for major-country
diplomacy with Chinese characteristics in
the new era. ■
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